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Pray
Begin by thanking God for the new day and then ask Him to help you learn from what you read. Prepare

yourself by:

* Clearing your mind and being quiet before the Lord
* Asking God to settle your heart

* Maybe listening to worship music

* Asking God for a teachable heart

Read
Read the chapter on the next page. You can either read your physical Bible or this printed copy.

Read it slowly, take it all in.

Examine
Ask yourself the following questions after reading your chapter for the day.
Write your answers down in a journal or notebook you can use just for your time with God.

* What do | need to know about God, myself, others?
* What do | need to stop doing (sins, habits, selfish patterns)?
* What can | change in my thoughts, attitudes or actions?

* What do | need to do to be obedient to God'’s leading?

Summarize
Do ONE of the following:

* Discover what the passage reveals about God and His character, what it says or promises about you,
and what it says or promises about others - my parents, friends, teammates, etc. Write this down in a
journal or notebook.

* Rewrite one or two key verses in your own words.

* Qutline what the chapter is saying.

* Summarize the chapter in several words.

Share

Talk with God about what you've learned. Also take time each day to share with
someone else who attended Fields of Faith or another fellow Christian the things
learned as well.
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The Ideal Shepherd

“| assure you: Anyone who doesn’t enter the sheep pen by the door but climbs in some other way, is a
thief and a robber. The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. The doorkeeper opens

it for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he

has brought all his own outside, he goes ahead of them. The sheep follow him because they recognize his
voice. They will never follow a stranger; instead they will run away from him, because they don't recognize
the voice of strangers.”

Jesus gave them this illustration, but they did not understand what He was telling them.

The Good Shepherd

So Jesus said again, "I assure you: | am the door of the sheep. All who came before Me are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep didn’t listen to them. | am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and
will come in and go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. | have come
that they may have life and have it in abundance.

"l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired man, since he is
not the shepherd and doesn’t own the sheep, leaves them and runs away when he sees a wolf coming. The
wolf then snatches and scatters them. [This happens] because he is a hired man and doesn’t care about the
sheep.

“l am the good shepherd. | know My own sheep, and they know Me, as the Father knows Me, and | know
the Father. | lay down My life for the sheep. But | have other sheep that are not of this fold; | must bring
them also, and they will listen to My voice. Then there will be one flock, one shepherd. This is why the
Father loves Me, because | am laying down My life so | may take it up again. No one takes it from Me, but
| lay it down on My own. | have the right to lay it down, and | have the right to take it up again. | have
received this command from My Father.”

Again a division took place among the Jews because of these words. Many of them were saying, “He has a
demon and He's crazy! Why do you listen to Him?" Others were saying, “These aren’t the words of some-
one demon-possessed. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

Jesus at the Festival of Dedication

Then the Festival of Dedication took place in Jerusalem, and it was winter. Jesus was walking in the temple
complex in Solomon’s Colonnade. Then the Jews surrounded Him and asked, “How long are You going to
keep us in suspense? If You are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

“| did tell you and you don‘t believe,” Jesus answered them. “The works that | do in My Father’s name tes-

tify about Me. But you don’t believe because you are not My sheep. My sheep hear My voice, | know them,
and they follow Me. | give them eternal life, and they will never perish—ever! No one will snatch them out
of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all. No one is able to snatch them out of
the Father’s hand. The Father and | are one.”

Renewed Efforts to Stone Jesus

Again the Jews picked up rocks to stone Him.

Jesus replied, “1 have shown you many good works from the Father. Which of these
works are you stoning Me for?”
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“We aren't stoning You for a good work,” the Jews answered, "but for blasphemy, because You—being a
man—make Yourself God."”

Jesus answered them, “Isn’t it written in your law, | said, you are gods? If He called those whom the word
of God came to ‘gods'—and the Scripture cannot be broken— do you say, ‘You are blaspheming’ to the
One the Father set apart and sent into the world, because | said: | am the Son of God? If | am not doing My
Father’s works, don’t believe Me. But if | am doing them and you don’t believe Me, believe the works. This
way you will know and understand that the Father is in Me and | in the Father.”

Then they were trying again to seize Him, yet He eluded their grasp.

Many beyond the Jordan Believe in Jesus

So He departed again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing earlier, and He re-
mained there. Many came to Him and said, “John never did a sign, but everything John said about this man
was true.” And many believed in Him there.
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