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Pray
Begin by thanking God for the new day and then ask Him to help you learn from what you read. Prepare

yourself by:

* Clearing your mind and being quiet before the Lord
* Asking God to settle your heart

* Maybe listening to worship music

* Asking God for a teachable heart

Read
Read the chapter on the next page. You can either read your physical Bible or this printed copy.

Read it slowly, take it all in.

Examine
Ask yourself the following questions after reading your chapter for the day.
Write your answers down in a journal or notebook you can use just for your time with God.

* What do | need to know about God, myself, others?
* What do | need to stop doing (sins, habits, selfish patterns)?
* What can | change in my thoughts, attitudes or actions?

* What do | need to do to be obedient to God'’s leading?

Summarize
Do ONE of the following:

* Discover what the passage reveals about God and His character, what it says or promises about you,
and what it says or promises about others - my parents, friends, teammates, etc. Write this down in a
journal or notebook.

* Rewrite one or two key verses in your own words.

* Qutline what the chapter is saying.

* Summarize the chapter in several words.

Share

Talk with God about what you've learned. Also take time each day to share with
someone else who attended Fields of Faith or another fellow Christian the things
learned as well.

ONE DAY. ONE MESSAGE. ONE STAND.
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Lazarus Dies at Bethany

Now a man was sick, Lazarus, from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one
who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, and it was her brother Lazarus
who was sick. So the sisters sent a message to Him: “Lord, the one You love is sick.”

When Jesus heard it, He said, “This sickness will not end in death but is for the glory of God, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” (Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus.) So when He heard
that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. Then after that, He said to the dis-
ciples, “Let’s go to Judea again.”

“Rabbi,” the disciples told Him, “just now the Jews tried to stone You, and You're going there again?”

"Aren’'t there 12 hours in a day?” Jesus answered. “If anyone walks during the day, he doesn’t stumble, be-
cause he sees the light of this world. If anyone walks during the night, he does stumble, because the light is
not in him.” He said this, and then He told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I'm on My way
to wake him up.”

Then the disciples said to Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will get well.”
Jesus, however, was speaking about his death, but they thought He was speaking about natural sleep. So
Jesus then told them plainly, “Lazarus has died. I'm glad for you that | wasn’t there so that you may be-

lieve. But let's go to him.”

Then Thomas (called “Twin") said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go so that we may die with Him.”

The Resurrection and the Life

When Jesus arrived, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near
Jerusalem (about two miles away). Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about
their brother. As soon as Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet Him. But Mary remained
seated in the house.

Then Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. Yet even now |
know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You.”

“Your brother will rise again,” Jesus told her.
Martha said, “l know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me, even if he dies, will live.
Everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die—ever. Do you believe this?”

"Yes, Lord,” she told Him, “I believe You are the Messiah, the Son of God, who was to come into the
world.”
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Jesus Shares the Sorrow of Death
Having said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is call-
ing for you.”

As soon as she heard this, she got up quickly and went to Him. Jesus had not yet come into the village but
was still in the place where Martha had met Him. The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her
saw that Mary got up quickly and went out. So they followed her, supposing that she was going to the
tomb to cry there.

When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw Him, she fell at His feet and told Him, “Lord, if You had been
here, my brother would not have died!"”

When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who had come with her crying, He was angry in His spirit and
deeply moved. “Where have you put him?" He asked.

“Lord,” they told Him, “come and see.”
Jesus wept.

So the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” But some of them said, “Couldn’t He who opened the blind
man’s eyes also have kept this man from dying?”

The Seventh Sign: Raising Lazarus from the Dead
Then Jesus, angry in Himself again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. “Re-
move the stone,” Jesus said.

Martha, the dead man'’s sister, told Him, “Lord, he already stinks. It's been four days.”
Jesus said to her, “Didn’t | tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?”

So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes and said, “Father, | thank You that You heard Me. |
know that You always hear Me, but because of the crowd standing here | said this, so they may believe You
sent Me.” After He said this, He shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out
bound hand and foot with linen strips and with his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him
and let him go.”

The Plot to Kill Jesus
Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what He did believed in Him. But some of them
went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

So the chief priests and the Pharisees convened the Sanhedrin and said, “What are we going to do since
this man does many signs? If we let Him continue in this way, everybody will believe in Him! Then the Ro-
mans will come and remove both our place and our nation.”

One of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all! You're not considering that it is to your advantage that one man
should die for the people rather than the whole nation perish.” He did not say this
on his own, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus was going to
die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but also to unite the scattered chil- ONE DAY. ONE MESSAGE. ONE STAND.
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dren of God. So from that day on they plotted to kill Him. Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly among
the Jews but departed from there to the countryside near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim. And
He stayed there with the disciples.

The Jewish Passover was near, and many went up to Jerusalem from the country to purify themselves be-
fore the Passover. They were looking for Jesus and asking one another as they stood in the temple com-
plex: “What do you think? He won’t come to the festival, will He?” The chief priests and the Pharisees had
given orders that if anyone knew where He was, he should report it so they could arrest Him.
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