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What Comes First?

Ready: 

“He answered: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”– Luke 10:27

Set 

A.B. De Villiers, the best cricket player on the South African cricket team, carries numerous 
amazing records and is well respected in the cricket world. He says, “As a Christian, my faith 
is crucial for my approach to life. Jesus is everything in my life – He’s the man. My faith 
means more to me than playing for my country. It comes first.”

Every athlete has a dream to play for his country and make international records. This is 
always a challenge for me – what is the priority of my life? In the lives of athletes and 
coaches, priorities keep changing, depending on competitions and championships. Usually, in 
the sports world, the first goal is to win, as it should be. But, there is something more precious 
than winning.

AB De Villiers’s priority is unique. His relationship with the Lord Jesus is more important than 
playing for his country. He seems well aware of his limited sport carrier, growing age, and 
departure from this mortal world.

Sports are part of a fallen world that needs light, hope, and restoration. Christian athletes 
have an excellent opportunity to show coaches and other athletes who we are, what we are 
doing, and where we are going. We are called to be salt and light for this broken and hopeless 
world of sports.

Go 

1. As a coach or athlete, what is your top priority?
 

2. Who are you trying to please?
 

3. What is your driving force?
 

4. What are your future plans after your sports career?

Workout 

Matthew 16:26
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Hebrew 11:13-16

Overtime 

Heavenly Father, remind me daily about my priority to love You whole heartedly and to keep 
reflecting YOU while I am on this earth. I cannot do this without your help. Amen.

Bible Reference: 
Matthew 16:26
Hebrews 11:13-16
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