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Home Stretch: Matt Forte

I grew up in Slidell, La., about 30 miles away from New Orleans and the area's famed Bayou 
Country. My paternal grandfather was a minister who preached faith in God and a strong work 
ethic. He instilled those values in my father, Gene, who faithfully passed them on to my older 
brother, Bryan, and me.

As kids, Bryan and I really benefited from our dad's wisdom. Our family attended church every 
week at Hartzell Mount Zion Church in Slidell, and that was where I placed my faith in Christ 
when I was 15 years old.

Bible Reference: 
Philippians 4
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