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The Big Three
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Ready: 

For My people are fools; they do not know Me. They are foolish children, without 
understanding. They are skilled in doing what is evil, but they do not know how to do what is 
good.–Jeremiah 4:22

Set 

In high school, a few of my football teammates shared a pre-game ritual. Before each game 
they would sit down in the locker room. The first guy would wrap his left wrist with a roll of 
tape and hand it to the second guy. The second guy would wrap both of his wrists (left first) 
then hand back the roll. The first guy would then finish his wrap on his right wrist, and hand 
back the roll again. He would then get up, move to the other side of his taping partner and 
toss the roll to a third guy. This guy would then put the roll in his locker until the following 
week . . .to do it all again. These guys swore by this ritual. Did it work? We went undefeated in 
the regular season, so the ritual must have worked, right? But in the playoffs, we went down in 
flames. What good  was it then?

In Jeremiah, God calls His people “fools” for three big reasons: (1) they put God on a shelf; (2) 
they were extremely gifted at doing bad stuff; and (3) they had no idea what good stuff they 
should do. They made the ritual their focus.

Getting game ready does not require a ritual. And rituals don’t get wins; they keep us from 
focusing on the big three. Focus on the ritual and God will call you a fool. Focus on the big 
three and God will call you game ready. Which do you want to be?

Go 

1. How can you get to know God?
2. What good should you be doing?
3. How can you implement the big three?

Workout 

Extra Reading: Deuteronomy 30:1-8; Proverbs 10:23; 12:15

Overtime 

Lord, thank You for this reminder that we are to focus on You. I don’t want to place You on a 
shelf. Show me how to do good. Amen.
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