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Celebrate the Assist

Ready: 

"Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. Now 
we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care 
for you in the Lord and who admonish you." - 1 Thessalonians 5:11-12

Set 

I was recently playing a game of pick-up basketball with a group of middle school boys. We 
broke into two teams of three and began to dribble, pass and shoot. It did not take long to 
realize the "ball hog" pattern of the kids we were playing with. My friend and I were quick to 
pass the ball and take the shot when we saw fit, but the boys each clung to the ball through 
the entire play.  

After we had been playing for awhile, one of the boys made a strategic pass to his teammate 
and they scored. I was quick to celebrate his assist even more than the point that was scored. 
I thought to myself... "Perhaps that is key: celebrate the assist." We are always celebrating the 
scorer, but how often are we celebrating the individual and the action it took to make the play 
possible? The world is quick to highlight the quarterback with the best statistics, but what 
about the lineman that provided the coverage?

This is true on our sports team, but also in our work places, churches, family and friend 
groups. What is happening behind the scenes that we could be missing entirely? When we 
get caught up in the product of success, we can forget the building blocks that provided the 
foundation of success. Let us be people that proactively offer encouragement rather than 
making those around us strive for affirmation. Let us be people who seek to SEE others rather 
than BE SEEN ourselves. 

Go 

1. What areas of your life are you seeking the spotlight? Where could you be offering the 
assist?

2. Who is someone in your life that is constantly contributing, but infrequently celebrated?
3. Find at least one person to specifically encourage today.

Workout 

Matthew 5:5-9; Luke 6:38; Philippians 2:1-11

Overtime 

Lord, give me your eyes to see today. Give me your heart of compassion to seek out the 
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people around me that need encouragement. You laid down your life and you were not 
looking for anything in return. Help me serve others with an expectancy to please you alone.

Bible Reference: 
Matthew 5:6-9
Luke 6:38
Philippians 2:1-11
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