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His Throne, Not Ours

Ready:

“To fear the LORD is to hate evil. | hate arrogant pride, evil conduct, and perverse speech.” —
Proverbs 8:13

Set

When thinking back on his 2012 Masters victory, golfer Bubba Watson remembered fondly
how he celebrated by changing his son’s diaper the next morning. Shortly before the Masters
that year, Bubba and his wife Angie adopted Caleb. Once he received his green jacket, he
drove home that night, and early the next morning, he got up to change his new son’s diaper.

There is a powerful lesson here. No matter how good we think we are, we should never let it
go to our heads.

Proverbs 8 was written from the perspective of Wisdom. In verse 13, Wisdom reminded us
that hating evil is fearing — or showing reverence to — the Lord. Then Wisdom said it hates
arrogant pride. In Scripture, pride is spoken about time and time again. We must avoid pride
because it is worship of ourselves and not worship of the only One worthy of it — the Lord.

Idolatry is making something other than God the focus of our time, resources, and worship. It
IS SO easy to put ourselves on the throne of our hearts. We must watch this within ourselves,
especially if we do something like coach or play sports, which is public and sometimes put on
a pedestal. James 4 challenges us to humble ourselves, and the Lord will lift us up as He
sees fit. Letting God take control and have His place on the throne of our hearts leads to
proper worship.

Go

¢ What has been the biggest victory in your sports life? How did it make you feel?
¢ In what area of your life has God gifted you?
e How can you credit the Lord for the gift He has given you?

Workout

Proverbs 8:13

Proverbs 16:18

James 4:10

Overtime
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“Father, | come humbly before You. Please take Your place on the throne in my life. Help me
to put my pride at the foot of the cross. Thank You for loving me enough to send Jesus. In His
name | pray, Amen.”
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