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It's Only a Gift

Ready: 

“giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the saints’ inheritance in the 
light. He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of 
the Son he loves. In him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” – Colossians 1:12-14

Set 

When you examine your abilities, there are two categories: one where you have earned the 
skills you now possess, and another set you did nothing to earn; you were born with them.

A prime example is height. You are either tall or short, and there is no way to work hard 
enough to change it. Height in athletes is commonly seen as a benefit and a frustrating one if 
you were born without it. If you are tall and pursuing a sport where that’s to your advantage, 
you should realize that this was a complete gift.

Just as there is no amount of work you could do to change your height, there is no work we 
could do that would earn us a spot in heaven. In the verses above, the main word I want you 
to focus on is “enabled.” Christ enables or gives us the chance to share in the rewards of 
heaven and His presence. Our works here on earth do not give us a ticket to heaven. We 
must realize and thank God that it’s only by His pure grace, a gift, that we can be with Him.

What does it mean to understand that it’s not by our works but by God’s grace that we spend 
eternity with Him? It means we bow down and worship at the feet of Jesus. We do not puff out 
our chest and declare all the good we have done. We graciously understand that without 
Christ, we have nothing and spend our days constantly thanking Christ for giving us a way 
back to the Father.

Go 

What natural talent are you gifted with?
What does it mean to worship at Christ’s feet?
How can I practice gratitude today for this gift?

Workout 

Galatians 2:16

Ephesians 2:8-10

Overtime 

https://fcaresources.com
https://fcaresources.com/
https://fcaresources.com/devotional/its-only-gift
https://biblia.com/books/csb/Ga2.16
https://biblia.com/books/csb/Eph2.8-10


“God, we come before You now, knowing that every good thing is Your gift. We understand 
that no amount of work can make us worthy of Your love. By Your grace alone, we can have a 
relationship with You. Remind us of this truth every day. Amen.”

Fellowship of Christian Athletes © 2025
8701 Leeds Road | Kansas City, MO 64129 | 800.289.0909

Comments or Questions, fca@fca.org
Privacy Policy | Report a Problem | Copyright

Source URL:https://fcaresources.com/devotional/its-only-gift

http://www.ecfa.org/
mailto:fca@fca.org
http://www.fca.org/about/privacy-policy/
http://www.fca.org/about/found-a-problem/
https://fcaresources.com/copyright
https://fcaresources.com/devotional/its-only-gift

