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The Name of the Game Is Love: Part 2

Ready: 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. ‘The second is: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other command 
greater than these.’” - Mark 12:30-31
Set When I was coaching football I was blessed with an opportunity to help at an FCA 
Football Camp. During one of the coaches’ huddle sessions, our Huddle Leader said, “I tried 
to coach my players as if one of them would one day become my son-in-law.” That has 
always stuck with me. And in Mark 12:31, we read that this kind of advice is actually from God 
Himself. In sports, it is so easy to slip into a win-at-all-cost mentality. As coaches, we start to 
view our players as nothing more than a means to an end. We want to win, and, in order to 
win, our players must perform in certain ways. They must do certain plays and be able to have 
certain skills. Our plays and their skills have to be better than the other team’s. With all of this 
resting on our shoulders, how in the world can we coach our players to win and base it on 
love? If we go back to Mark 12:30, we see that there is just one thing more important than 
loving our neighbor as we love ourselves, and that is loving God with all our heart, all our soul 
and all our mind. As coaches, we expect our athletes to do what we tell them to do. Jesus is 
the same way. He tells us to love God and tells us to love our neighbors. He doesn’t say, 
“When you feel like it, love your God and your neighbor. When you have time, love your God 
and your neighbor.” Like I said in yesterday’s devo, I’ve never read a verse where Jesus tells 
us to love God and our neighbors everywhere except when we’re practicing and playing 
sports. As coaches and athletes, I pray that today we would be mindful of our calling to love 
those around us, no matter what the scoreboard says. May we put people before trophies and 
realize that life is about so much more than championships. It’s about love.
Go 1. Coaches, how did you like to be treated when you were an athlete? Athletes, how do 
you like to be treated by teammates and coaches? 2. Are you treating your players and 
teammates like you want to be treated? 3. Imagine Jesus attending one of your athletic 
practices. How would He react to the way you interact with your teammates and coaches?
Workout Leviticus 19:18 Mark 12:30-33 John 13:34-35
Overtime “Lord Jesus, today I pray that I may see with Your eyes. Help me to recognize the 
chances that You bring me to show others how much You love them. Help me to be love 
where there is no love. Help me to love on my players as if they were my own children.”
Bible Reference: 
John 13
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