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Not Because of Me

Ready:

“But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love for mankind appeared, he saved
us—not by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy—through the
washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” — Titus 3:4-5

Set

We are taught that hard work pays off in athletics. The more reps you do in the gym, the
stronger you become. The stronger you become, the more you increase your ability to
perform well. If you keep performing well, you will likely receive more playing time.

This chain of events starts and ends with the work you put in. Ultimately, you are in control of
your improvement due to the amount you work.

With this mindset, it's hard to imagine how anything in life wouldn’t be able to be gained
through an increase in the amount of good work you produce. That's why it's easy to develop
a works-based approach to our faith. A works-based approach means that we believe the
“better” Christian we are, the more God will love us, thus earning our salvation.

That’s the beauty of our faith. None of us can earn our salvation. All of us are sinful and
deserve death (Romans 6:23). Only through the grace and mercy of God do we even have
the chance of salvation. Even this chance at salvation doesn’t revolve around our good works
but is centered around the belief in the one true work of Christ: His death and resurrection.
The only action required to accept this gift of salvation is belief in His wonderful gift.

Good works matter, but don’t let yourself slip into thinking you gained access to Heaven
through your works. Only through acceptance of Jesus as our Lord do we get to live forever
with Him.

Go

¢ Does the truth that you cannot work your way into Heaven make you feel relieved or
sad?
e What does it look like to accept God’s free gift of salvation?

Workout

Ephesians 2:8-10

Hebrews 11:1-3

Overtime
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“Lord God, what an amazing gift to know that there is nothing more or less | can do to make
You love me. Remind me of my sin so | can rely fully on your mercy and grace today. Amen.”
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