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The Power of Love

Ready:
"Love must be without hypocrisy. Detest evil; cling to what is good." -Romans 12:9
Set

Bobby turned the ball over for the fourth straight possession and the coach called time-out. As
Bobby came to the bench his teammates were all over him. Bobby’s response was “Where’s
the love guys?” At that moment there was very little love for Bobby or anyone on the team.
They allowed the distraction of the turnovers to affect their attitudes toward their teammate.

The key ingredient of any relationship is love—agape love—a love that is self-sacrificing and
cares more about the person than any situation. Every gift we have been given by God needs
to be exercised in this kind of love—God’s genuine love. What do we do when evil sets in or
when we go off on a teammate? We need to cling to what is good.

Bobby’s teammates couldn’t get past what happened, and their team lost by over 30 points. In
the locker room after the game, the coach reminded each player how important he was to the
team. He finished with Bobby. He looked him in the eye and said, “Bobby, you will always
mean more to me as a person than anything you do as a player . . . | love you no matter what
happens.” Bobby’s frown became the biggest smile. That is the power of love—no magic
potions, no kissing a frog, just good words and signs of genuine, God-honoring love. That will
make any team a winner.

Go

1. How is your love displayed to your teammates, coaches, and family?
2. When do you have a tendency to get caught up in wrongful or evil thinking?
3. Daily, how can you take hold of what is good and show God’s agape love?

Workout
Romans 13:10; 1 Peter 4:8; 2 John 1:6
Overtime

Lord, help me to demonstrate agape love in all | do today. Help me to love without hypocrisy,
detest evil, and cling to what is good. Amen.

Bible Reference:
2 John 1
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