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Redefining Winning

Ready:

“For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but to do the will of him who sent
me.” — John 6:38

Set

Consider how much energy, time and resources go into building a winning team. It's a central
focus from youth teams to professional sports.

If a team is not winning, changes are made to position that team to be successful. Much of a
team’s success is based on the effectiveness of the coaching staff. Its success is measured
by the scoreboard for a single season, while worldly success is often measured by our
achievements or accomplishments.

How did Jesus define success and winning? How did He demonstrate it and how can we
follow?

Jesus knew His assignment and life purpose. He knew and perfectly followed God'’s will, and
He embraced His calling. He was laser-focused on putting God the Father first. Jesus never
lost sight of His mission, willing to make great sacrifices, even when scorned and criticized.

He developed and inspired His team, coaching them in life, not just in the task at hand. He
accepted them just as they were but believed in what they could become.

“And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.” — Matthew 4:19

He loved and served God and others. He focused His energy and attention on others, not
Himself.

Success and winning in life isn't just about how much you have or what you've achieved — it's
about how you fulfill God’s purpose for your life and the impact you have on those around you
for Christ.

From God’s standpoint, success means walking in His way. Deuteronomy 10:12 states it this
way: “What does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in
all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul?”

Winning in life is living, leading and loving like Jesus.
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e How does looking at the life of Jesus inspire you to adjust your way of competing and
living?

¢ In what ways can you shift your perspective on success and winning?

¢ List the areas of your life where you need to depend on God, and then ask Him to come
into those areas and help you.

Workout

Matthew 28:19-20

John 8:28-29

Hebrews 12:2

Overtime

“Father, thank You that | have the privilege of coaching. Help me to keep my perspective on
You and how You define winning. Shine a light into the areas You want me to depend on You
more. In Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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