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Why You Should Forgive

Ready:

“ Anyone you forgive, | do too. For what | have forgiven—if | have forgiven anything—it is for
your benefit in the presence of Christ, so that we may not be taken advantage of by Satan.
For we are not ignorant of his schemes.” — 2 Corinthians 2:10-11

Set

We are told to forgive those who hurt us, but have you ever considered why we are told this?
Like me, you may have grown up thinking it's just another rule we should follow as Christians.
You might have thought that forgiveness could lead to mending that relationship or that even

forgiveness is for your benefit so that you can move forward in your life.

While all of these are somewhat true, the real reason is given to us in 2 Corinthians 2:11. If we
do not forgive others, we let Satan use this unforgiveness to attack us.

My husband inherited a team that was full of behavioral issues. He quickly made many
players angry because he changed the rules. A few players felt wronged and betrayed
because their playing time was getting cut due to their behavior. They had a choice: would
they continue to let the anger build toward their coach for these new rules, or would they
forgive him and see the good that would come from the changes? The few who did except the
changes started to thrive. Those who continued to harbor hate in their hearts quickly found
that things kept getting worse for them, not just in their sport but their whole life.

Satan will use any stronghold you have to ruin it completely. Hatred and unforgiveness are
easy ways for Satan to get his claws into your life and wreak havoc in every area. Whether
you have been wronged or carry anger toward someone, the reason to forgive is so Satan
cannot use it against you.

Go

¢ Do you believe that Satan is looking for ways to attack us?
e Can you point out any hatred or unforgiveness Satan uses to hurt you?
e What does forgiveness mean to you?

Workout

Ephesians 4:31-32

Ephesians 6:11-13
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1 Peter 5:8-9
Overtime

“Lord, in Your Word, we are warned that we are at war with Satan. As followers, he is trying
any way he can to push us further from You. Lord, show us the areas where we are weak and
are allowing Satan to attack. Fortify our hearts to have the right relationship with You, Amen.”
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