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True Friendship

Ready: 

"A man with many friends may be harmed, but there is a friend who stays closer than a 
brother."
-Proverbs 18:24 

Set 

I had to make a tough decision in my senior year of high school. Coming out of basketball 
season, I had to decide between playing baseball or running track. My junior year, I had 
played baseball because we didn't have enough boys to fill a track team. My senior year, 
however, presented a dilemma. If I ran track, there would be just enough to have team. If I 
didn't, there wouldn't be a track team that year. When I approached my baseball coach about 
it, he told me that I would never do anything in track and that his baseball team would 
probably be going to the state finals. My decision was simple after that. I chose track.

In our passage today, we read that some friends (if you want to call them friends) destroy 
each other through words or actions, but a real friend will stick behind you no matter what. 
That was the case for me in my senior-year decision. Every friend I thought I had who played 
baseball ignored me for the rest of year. I was banned from their circles because I had made 
the decision to run track, thus creating another team for the school. If not for a friend named 
Marc Graber I wouldn't have finished my senior year with any positive thoughts.

Marc encouraged me, spent time with me and included me when all my old friends 
disappeared. Here lies the difference between friends and TRUE friends. Most friends will tell 
you want you want to hear, but a true friend will always tell you what you need to hear. Marc 
was that kind of friend to me. I don't see much of Marc anymore, but I will always cherish the 
true friendship he showed me during a difficult time. God bless the Marc's of this world! We 
need more like him.

Do you realize that Jesus wants to be a true friend to you? He will tell you what you need to 
hear in every situation. When things get tough, He is there. He is never a fair-weather friend. 
As the old hymn goes, "What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear. What a 
privilege to carry everything to Him in prayer." Today, trust Him as a true Friend. 

Go 

1. Are you a true friend?
2. Do you view Jesus as a true friend?
3. Today, how can you start being a true friend to Jesus Christ? 

Workout 
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John 15:12-14
Romans 12:9-21 

Bible Reference: 
Romans 12
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