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Dad, Maybe You Will Win Next Time!

n/a
Ready: 

“No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. I will be with you, just as I was 
with Moses. I will not leave you or forsake you.” — Joshua 1:5

Set 

“Dad, maybe you will win next time.” These words have been spoken to me a few times from 
my kids after a tough loss, usually followed by a big hug. At five and seven years of age, they 
really don’t care if I win or lose. They just want a hug, and most of the time I need it more than 
they do. In coaching football, wrestling, and track, there is always a game or two each year 
that doesn’t turn out according to plan. And these words from my kids always seem to help 
the healing begin and it also puts “the game” in perspective. Wins and losses that matter to us 
coaches don’t really matter to our children. They are still trying to figure out the real game, 
“life.” They love us, no matter what, with unconditional love.

God’s love for us is the same way. He loves us no matter what—unconditionally, no matter 
the outcome of the game. He wants to wrap His loving arms around us and hug us with his 
Spirit. He will sustain us. He restores us after each game because we are covered by His 
blood. Just the way those hugs from our children help to restore us. We are His, forever. He 
never leaves our side; He remains there always!

Go 

1. Have I ever lost the big game? How did I feel?
2. How did I get over the loss? Who was there when I needed a hug?
3. What can I do this week to help ensure that Jesus is walking by my side?

Workout 

Extra Reading: Deuteronomy 31:6, 8; Psalm 51:12

Overtime 

Heavenly Father, I ask that You wrap Your loving arms around me, whisper in my ear Your 
will, and sustain me. I am Yours. Use me as an instrument to lead and guide the people with 
whom I come into contact, and help me see You in everything I do. Amen!

Bible Reference: 
Psalms 51
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