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Do the Deal, No Matter How You Feel

n/a
Ready: 

Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen. — Hebrews 11:1

Set 

After losing every game during soccer season, I learned a lot about perseverance, or “doing 
the deal” in the face of great odds. We all like to win, but it becomes harder for a coach and 
her players to keep going during a losing streak. It’s not easy encouraging players to win 
when they realistically don’t have a chance. What we needed in our town was a recreational 
soccer league. Such a league would be instrumental in helping players develop their skills; 
however, those who could make the league happen didn’t believe it would be successful. 
Consequently, I wrestled in prayer about whether or not I was really called to coach; it didn’t 
appear that I was doing the players any good.

Then God began to change things. Our city recreational director called to say they would start 
“rec soccer,” and a player was offered a scholarship from a nearby college despite our losing 
season. Just when it looked like nothing good would come out of the year, God reminded me 
He is always at work for the sake of His people, even when we’re not sure what’s happening. 
Just as the people wondered if “anything good could come out of Nazareth” (Jn 1:46), so, too, 
does God continue to remind us that things are not always as they seem. No one expected 
the Savior of the World to die an excruciating death on a cross—but He did because He loves 
us. By having faith in Him and persevering in what we believe God is asking of us, we can 
watch Him take any situation and do something good. A friend of mine is known to say, “Don’t 
give up five minutes before the miracle.”

Go 

1. Where in your life do you find it hard to stay the course?
2. Are you walking by faith or by sight?
3. How do God’s Word and the Spirit guide you in your call to coach?

Workout 

Extra Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:24; Philippians 3:13–14; 2 Timothy 6:11–12

Overtime 

Thank you, Lord, for teaching me to press on toward the goal of knowing You no matter how I 
feel and to look for Your handiwork in all things. Amen.
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