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The Importance of Patience

Ready:
“As for you, stay in the city until you are empowered from on high.” — Luke 24:49b
Set

When | coached third and fourth-grade basketball, | had a wide range of talents. One kid
could do anything he wanted, several knew what to do but weren’t great at it yet, and one boy
had never played before. | had no idea how this kid would develop when the season started.
But | was determined to be patient with him.

That patience paid off in a big way. He was like a sponge and soaked up everything | told him.
When | saw him a few years later, he had kept playing and was much better than | expected.

One of the most challenging parts of the Christian life is patience. It could be about something
you've prayed for, a direction in life to be revealed, or something else; being patient is tough.
There is a reason for it, however.

In Luke 24, before He ascended into Heaven, Jesus told the disciples to go to the city and
wait for the Spirit to come. The story continues in Acts 2:1: “When the day of Pentecost had
arrived, they were all together in one place.” This waiting time allowed people to gather in the
city (Acts 2:5), where God gave them something they needed to take the Gospel to the world (
Acts 2:2-4).

When we have patience with others, they grow in ways that impatience would not allow. When
we have patience for God to work in our lives, we honor Him by letting Him be God over all,
including ourselves. Be patient... God is at work.

Go

e Have you ever lost patience with someone? What happened?
e Has anyone shown great patience to you? Describe that time.
¢ What are some things we can do while we are waiting for something?
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“Father, thank You for Your patience. You are holy, and | am not. But You sent Jesus to fix
that in my life. Thank You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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