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Only One Counts

Ready:
“So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.” — Romans 14:12
Set

Babe Ruth is an infamous baseball player who impacted baseball. Babe Pinelli is an infamous
umpire who impacted Ruth. During one game, Pinelli called Ruth out on strikes. As the crowd

booed and shouted angry comments, Ruth also turned to Pinelli to give his opinion. Ruth said,
“There are 40,000 people here who know that last pitch was a ball.” Pinelli responded, “Maybe
so, Babe, but mine is the only opinion that counts.”

We live in a world of opinions. We live in a world where social media has millions of opinions
being constantly updated. We play in environments where fans, parents, former athletes and
sports reporters have opinions. We grow up hearing the opinions of our peers, loved ones,
family members and significant others. It can feel as if we are in the baseball stadium where
Ruth was, hearing all 40,000 different opinions simultaneously. Opinions from this world can
be overwhelming.

God knows that the noise of everyone’s opinions can lead to confusion, anxiety and stress.
He knows we will be tempted to listen to each of them, but, just as Pinelli said, only one
opinion counts — God'’s.

When we reach the end of life, we will meet our Creator face to face. He will take each of us
on a journey through our lives, and in the end, only His opinion and judgment will matter. Did
we listen to His perfect voice and do what He said, or did we listen and follow the opinionated
voices of everyone else?

Throughout life, we will never hear the end of people’s opinions about what we should do,
say, wear, go or choose. However, knowing God’s opinion is the only one that matters and
helps us drown out the others to focus solely on Him.

Go

¢ Are you feeling overwhelmed by the opinions of others?
¢ What is the problem with focusing on others’ opinions, not God’s?
¢ Whose opinion or judgment do you need to get rid of and replace with God’s?

Workout

Proverbs 29:25
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Romans 14:9-12

Overtime

“God, | am surrounded by opinions and often feel judged by others. Please help me to focus
on You and Your Word, Your opinion and Your commands. | want my life to be based on You
and pleasing and honoring to You. Forgive me when | mess up because | know I will. Thank
You for never giving up on me. Amen.”
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